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HE 8 ſermon does not * its ; ap- 
pearance in the world for any imagined ex- 

5 10 conceive here j is in it; my only de- 
ign js to an wer the, title, and by an hongurable, 
though ſhort mention, of 91 one of the beſt friends 
1 ever had, to teſtiſ to the church and the world, 
che obligations I am bound in gratitude to think 
my ſelf under to Mr. WH1TEF1ELD;:and 1 mult 
take. the ſame occaſion, to intimate, that through- 
out the connection I had the honour of, with 
that. great man, I. did not ſeek to ſerve myſelt 
more than 10 be,, ſerviceable... Wen 1. firlt 
thought of making this diſcourſe: public, I intend- 
ed to dedicate it to a perſon of diſlinction, whom 
1 count worthy, of double honour, till J was ſtruck 
wichuhe obſervation, of thezwiſe man, viz, The 
rich have many friends and a dedications in: 
tendinqthing more than tokeng of Hur reſpett, 
5 Ii ſhew them, more readily upon 

it | A 2 ſuch 
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ſuch an occaſion than to thoſe who have the pre- 
ſerence of the beſt of bleſſings, I mean the Gos- 
EL, whereby to be made rich in faith and heirs 
of | the kingdom the Loxp hath promiſed ? 
Your's then, my dear brethren, is this ſermon, 
whoſe ſervant he was; | for Chriſt's ſake,” whofe 
MEMORY was the occaſion of it. | 

For ſome time I was a labourer among you; 
many of you knew my original, and (excluding, 
_ boaſting) it is a ſatisſaction to me, that I can re- 
view what manner of entering in I had unto 
you, and the whole of my behaviour while a- 
mong you; that touching my moral condut᷑t 
herein, I exerciſed myſelf always to have a con- 
ſcience void of offence. —When I reflect upon 
my paſt labours, they are a ſufficient cauſe of hu- 
_ miliation, and yet F am a wonder to myſelf, when 
I conſider, how deſtitute of every neceſſary ac- 
quirement I at firſt made my appearance, and 
what inceſſant interruptions I met with. 

A growing acquaintance with myſelf made me 
conſcious of my inability to be ſo beneficial to you 
as I deſired, therefore, intirely at my own repeated 
requeſt, Mr: WHiTERELD took me into Ame- 
rica, where I thought I might be uſeful in a 
ſphere that nobody would envy me; and where, 
free from all the trials attending a more popular 
tife, I might glorify God and be ſerviceable to 
the moſt oppreſſed and afflitted part of my fel: 
low creatures. During my ſtate of trial in this 
humble ſituation, my habitation was a Beth- el. 
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my ſoul was pollelfed With the peace that paſſetli 
all underdanding; ay: black charge was dear 0 
me, and I. much deſired the time when I ſhould 
be in a capacity to ſerye them, according to my 
.zuolt Wiſhes. and, ſon ever retreat from a world 
.of vanity. - This happineſs I am obliged to ſay 
che B——p of L—-—n, moſt unkindly and un- 
generouſly deprived me of, though 1 ſought it 
at the hazard of my liſe. And no ſooner lid 1 
meet with his unkind treatment, than by an, in- 
ſtance {rom another quarter, (Which I defire to 
bury in eternal filence),, I was taught to Feale 
from man, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils. 
Lou my brethren, at Briſtol, know how pref- 
ſingly and at what a critical juncture 1. was brought 
into your ſerviceg in which 1 flill conſider my- 
felf engaged, though leſs frequent than, ſormet- 
by, owing tothe gbſervance of a piece; of Vhole- 
ſome advice, dear Mr. WII TETIELID often 
gave me, viz. BE. SERVANT LIKE, BUT NOT 
SERVILE, And bleſſed be the Lord; I nd, there 
are doors. enough open to me, quite beyond my 
expeQation; my ſeet Have been, ſet, in 4. large 
place j the Poox are che ſuhjet̃ts of any itinerant 
miniſtry, and I can ſay, as the reſult of my 
ſtrongeſt affect ion for then, I am willing ta 
ſpend and he ſpent for chem, not. doubting, but 
when I can do no more, the Lord will wake card 
of my feeble femains. 4% 3 1% 0 18 31548 b ur 
I moſt ſincerely» vejoico in tha continlianoe of 
your mercies; andb congratulate pou. upon the 
A 3 a 
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freſh ſet of labourers raiſed among you; eſteem 
them highly in love, and let the word preached 
have an influence upon your lives; be ye doers of 
the word, and not hearers only, that their ſer- 
4808 in preaching may be profitable unto yon. 
For the honour of the goſpel depends upon your 
obedience to its preſcriptive teachings : it ſignĩ- 
fies nothing what you profeſs ; if your HFife is not 
ſquared by the rule of the word, you will add un- 
to the load of infamy and reproach already caft 
upon it: let it be mixed with faith; if this hea- 
_ *'venily ingredient is wanting, your hearing, how- 
ever frequent and zealous, ig vain. Aud to your 
faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge 
temperance, to temperance brotherly kindneſs, and 
to brotherly kindneſs, charity. In this exhortation 
of the apoſtle is the ſum of all CHRISTIAN Mo- 
RALITY ; and if theſe things, from right princi- 
ples and motives, be in you, they will make you. 
that you fhall neither be barren nor umfruiiſul. | 
Perhaps the perſons into whoſe hands theſe 
papers may fall, require a word of confolation 
as well as inſtruttion. You are poor, and your 
ſituation expoſes you to-many and great trials; it 
may be, you find them a ſore burthen, apparentr 
ly too heavy for you to bear. Be it ſo, you have 
theſe confidezations, to. comfort yourſelves with; 
firſt, They ane ordered by, the Lord ꝓhe is privy to; 
and deſigns ſome falutary end by-them; we are 
poor diſordered creatures, he is the Phyſician, 
and knoweth that we have need of all theſe things. 


L vit ] 
The medieme may operate ſeverely, but the ſe- 
veral ingredients in it un work together for good; 
and however they may put you to pain for the 
-preſent, they wilt be matter of praiſe hereafter. 
God Almighty doth not afflict willingly, nor 
grieve the children of men; there is a neceſſuy 
for all that he doeth, aud the neceſſity is on our 
part; when he ſhall be vafbly glorified by the ſe- 
veral diſpenſations of his providence, your „ 
ing will appear unto all men. 
_  edly, The Lord is daily anſwering your pray ers 
wherein you requeſt that his will may be done; 
it is enough that he hath promiſed he will fulfil 
the deſires of the righteous : but how, or by what 
means he will perform his promiſe, is not for you 
to know; all you have to do, is. to follow the 
preſeriptions given unto you, and ſuſſer the will 
of God concerning you. Ye have heard of che 
patience of Fob, amidſt a variety of the moſt 
complicated diſtreſſes, and have ſeen in the hiſ. 
tory of his liſe the end of the Lord, that he is 
very pitiſul, and. of tender mercy.. You muſt 
acknowledge; that your bleffings are more than a 
counter-balance to- your diſtreſſes; and as you 
are aſſured, that an eternal weight of glory is to 
be the intereſt of your light afflictions, be ſted- 
faſt and hope to the end, divine ſupports ſhalf 
be given unto you,  and'if the period of your ſuf- 
fering ſeaſon ſhould be drawn out to an unuſu- 
al ny" the nnn God ſhall be ſufficient fos 
vou, 
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an ee e is, ſo eee firengh 
z 15 2 
1 In the word of be Lo Lond. is both, hope 
We and this is the word: that is preach- 
ech unto you. I ſhould be ſgrry to make your 
temporal circumſtances the alone objects of my 
attention, and 1 hope you have greater ends to 
anſwer, by hearing the goſpel, than merely to 
alleviate the ſorrow of, the world, It ſo happens, 
that a tide of ſpiritual diſtreſs, frequently flows 
in upon the children of God with their temporal 
calammies, therefore a ſuitable remedy, for, both 
is depoſed. in the ſacred word; and as wiſe 
Rewards of the myſteries of God, miniſters are 
to deal them out as the exigencies of the people 
require. If it is well Wuh your fouls, in other 
reſpects, all is and will be well. As JE8U8-:is 
the FOUNTAIN ol: life, and always acceſſible 
and communicative, I beſeech you to come un- 
to him juſt as you are, poor and needy and bow- 
ed down. Caſt all your burdehs upon him, you 
may'derive a ſupply for all vo, wants out of his 
fulneſs, he will with-hold- from you no manner 
of thing that is good; it is your privilege to truſt 
in him at all times, and your peculiar mercy, 
chat he will never leave you nor forſake you. 
Thus much 1 thought neceſſary to ſay to you, 
my poor dear Brethren, in this dedication, to ſup» 
ply what may appear; defettive in the ſermon; 
and now I beg an intereſt in your prayers,; that 
God may give me a pilgrim heart with a pilgrim 
lite, 


Ti] 
liſe, that I may aim to promote no intereſt be- 
fides the kingdom of God, nor attempt to ap- 
pear an advocate for any other party beſides that 
which ſhall ſtand upon mount Sion. There it 


will be ſeen how: ſincerely E have been. ** 0 
far as occafion offers, am yet 


Fours affeftionately, 
898 fot 
To ferve in the Goſpel 
our dear Lord Feſus, 
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For David, after he. had fre, his generation by 
the will of God, fell on ſleep. 


IT may rom utiteaſonable to We, that a per- 
ſon ho hath been dead three years ſhould 
be the occaſion of a ſermon ; and it muſt be ac- 
knowledged to be a caſe rarely known, yet the 
unuſualneſs of it, does not determine the impro- 
priety on ſome particular occaſions, ſeeing the 
| ſcripture declares; the righteous ſhall be in ever- 
laſting remembrance. F The preſent opportunity 
is deſigned to revive the memory of that great, 
and good man, the Rev. Mr. Whitefield; though 
I by no means intend to dwell ſo long upon his 
character as to engage your attention to a pane- 
gyrick, inſtead of a ſermon, yet his memory 1s - 
the/ leading cauſe of our meditation ; but the me- 
ditation will (through the divine aſſiſtance) 
contain ſomething more chan a deſcant upon 

his memory. 
The text is a part of St, Paul's ſermon delivered 
in the ſynagogue at Antioch, where he preached 
JIxsus CuRisT, with forgiveneſs of ſins, and 
juſtification through faith in _ the doctrine of 
. the 

+ Pſa. cxii, 6, 4 Ver. 38, 39- 
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the teſurrection, an eſſential part of the ſubjeR, 
is included + and proved from three notable paſ- 
ſages of the ſcriptures ; for as in them a diſcovery 
of eternal liſe is made, miniſters (ſhould upon all 
«occaſions enquire what they ſay, and form their 
- doetrines according to them. The-paſlages from 
whence the reſurrection is clearly proved, are 
the ſecond and the ſixteenth Plalm, and the 
ſiſty-firſt of Iſaiah. The argument from the 
latter is, that Jeſus Chriſt is the perſon ſtrictly 
referred to by the prophet: he is the covenant- 
head of his people; God bas no way of entering 
into covenant with. us but through him, in whom, 
it hath pleaſed the Father, that all che ſure mer- 
cies of it ſhould dwell. It is in its duration 
everlaſting, and the parties concerned in the co- 
venant muſt ebe eternal, in order to be capable 
-of performing the conditions and diſpoſing of 
the benefits of it. The argument drawn ſrom 
the ſixteenth pſalm, is, che aſſurance the pſalm- 
iſt had of his recovery from death; this alſo 


* mwuſt ebe applied to the REDEEMER ; he is em- 
e- hatically the HoL OE of God: die he muſt, 
ce) becauſe he is ſubſtituted in the lead of thoſe, 
don who are by fin ſubject unto death; but the con- 


ſequence of death ſhall not ſollow· upon him: 
and that David is not diterally the ſubjett of 
theſe. ſcriptures is evident, for, after that he had, 
by the will of God, ſerved his own generation, 
he devs on n The manner in which the 

. apoſtle 
+Ver« 30, 8. 


f 1 
apofſle expreſſeth the diſfölution of me royal 
prophet, is a-phraſeology peculiar to the ſacred 
ſcriptures, whereby they remove the gloomy. 
aſpett of death, and ſhew the way i in _— * 
5 enter into peace, 6920 

The dodtrine I intend to draw: dn 
may be ſummed up in this one propoſit ion, viz. 
That perſons of principal character, in different 
ſituations, under the influence of the will -of 
God, are raiſed up to ſerve their generation 
This will-appear if we conſider, that, however 
inadequate the diſpenſations of Providence mey 
appear tothe ſuperior and inferior claſſes of man- 
kind, and however - promiſcuous and confuſed 
they ſeem among themſelves; yet each are in- 
ſpetted into by an omnipotent eye that cannot 
be deceived, and managed by an omupreſem 
power that cannot be controuled, : Juſt and 
righteous are his ways, whoſe providence ruleth 
over all; his plan is ſucceſsful, and his work is 
uninterrupted, evenwhile both ſeem to us, ſhort- 
ſighted creatures, to be jargon and confuſion. 
Should it be aſked, how it comes to paſs, that-one 
is "exalted, without aſpiring after promotion, 
while another is reduced notwithſtanding the 
greateſt diligence and the utmoſt aſſiduity ? The 
anſwer is ready; it is of the Lord, he pulleth 
' down one and ſettethup another; + we do not riſe 
and fall of ourſelves, neither r left to the 


rr of blind chance: He hath ſaid, By me 
hangs 
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lings | reign,” and princes decree juſtice ;F and 
what he taught by the pen of the royal moraliſt, 
he confirmed by his divine providence, the equi- 
0 ty of which is never to be called in queſtion, I 
9 now allude to the reign of Saul, and the acceſ- 
Þ ſion of David to the throne. The character given 
| of Saul and his ſather is, the one was @ mighty 
man of power, the other a choice young man, 
and goodly e- chat ſuch an one ſhould be ſet upon 
the throne, 1s not to be wondered at; and per- 
fons, wholook on things ter the outward appear- 
ence,||-might think that his qualifications were a 
motive with God to make him king in Iſrael ; 
but when we conſider, that his ſucceſſor David 
was a perſon of / oppoſite a character, that even 
Jeſſe did not think it worth while to ſend for 
him to ſtand in his lot with his brethren ; Samuel 
had miſtaken him at the diſtance of ſeven per- 
ſons, and his brethren held him in the utmoſt 
contempt, that notwichſtanding all this, God 
ſhould chuſe him in oppoſition to Saul, to feed 
Jacob has people, and Iſi ael his inheritance, what 
can we infer from this; but that there is a mo- 
tive in God for his proceedings. not to be ac- 
counted for, by man, and that he worketh all 
things after the counſel of h own will 7* 

Perſons who object to an election of grace, 
cannot deny an elettion of providence, and, for 
my part, I can no more deny the one than the 
IH B 4 other, 
+ Pro. viii. 15. © tf Sam. ix. 7, 2. [|] » Cor. x, 7, 
& Plalm lxxvid. 71. _ © Eph. . 11. 


* 


( 44 1 

other. There is indeed this difference. In the 
latter, perſons may be the inſtruments to bring 
about that for the good of others, they have no 
-mtereſt in themſelves; in the former, men may 
be uſeful to others, and themſelves at the ſame 
tune partakers of the benefit F To prove this 
point, Pharaoh is a remarkable inſtance, for thrs 
cauſe (ſaith the Lord unto him by Moſes) have 
J raiſed thee up, for to ſhew in thee my power';} 
and how did the power of God appear in him ? 
Was it not in a way of judgment? The rebelli- 
ous monarch reſiſted his ſovereign pleaſure; and, 
by thus oppoſing omnipotence, he deſtroyed 
himſelf. 

The prophet /atah very plainly points out 
Cyrus to be the inſtrument of the church's deli- 
verance from captivity; and at the ſame time 
declares him to be ignorant of the author of all 
his ſucceſs; I girded thee with flrength, though 
thou haſt not known me\ Originally his deſigns 
in going to war were in common the fame with 

other men. namely, to gain conqueſt and get a 
great name for himſelf; but God's deſign was, 
that his own infinite coun/el ſhould fland, and, 
that he might do all bis pleaſure';}} for thus ſaith 
the Lord, I have raiſed him up in righteouſneſs, 
and wall died all his ways; he ſhall build my 
city, he ſhall let go my captives*, But Dauid 
under the Old T eſlament diſpenſation, and Paul 


under 
+ 1 Tim, vi. 2. 1 Exodus ix. 16. Iſeiah Kv. & 
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under the the New, were employed in the beſt 
ſervices, and ſhared in the enjoyment of thoſe 
bleſſings they were inſtrumental of diſpenſing 
unto others. Happy is that erde that is in. 
ſuch a caſe! 

The view hiſtory gives us of tyramnycal a 
and of laws and edicis, apparently only ſerving 
to indicate their ſavage and brutiſh tempers, 
may lead ſome to think we are not under the 
conduct of a Divine Providence, though we are 
alfured from the revelation of God, that their 
thoughts are vain, there is not an evil, but what 
by a permiſſive providence, is from the Lord, 
({uppoling it is only by permiſſion) which is fo 
far from being inhgnificant, that the accompliſh». 
ment of events often turns upon it : in general, 
the main ſprings by which the wheels of provi- 
dence ate moved, are, the wi/dom of God, where- 
by his will is often wrapped up in obſcurity, 
and the power of God, by which he ordereth all 
things according to the good pleaſure of his will. 
This led the apoſlle, in one of the moſt cruel 
ages of the world, to inculcate the doctrine of 
pallive obedience, {et ever) /oul be ſubjet? unto 
the higher powers, for there is no power but of 
Cod; the powers that be are ordained of Godt. 
Much might be advanced from St. Panl's advice 
to reconcile us to the moſt afflictive oppreſſions 
we may meet with ſrom men of perverle minds, ſo 

B 2 that 
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that I intend to make the ſubje&t applicable 2 
the caſe of goſpel miniſlers. ; 
Of all charatters by which men of note are 
diſtinguiſhed, that of a truly ſerious and pious 
miniſter is moſt valuable and important; kings 
and judges of the earth, with others of a ſubor- 
dinate ſtation, are appointed for a ſhort duration, 
and anſwer temporal purpoſes; but miniſters of 
the goſpel are embaſladors for Chriſt, and nego- 
ciate matters between God and' immortal ſouls 
for ETERNITY. Some ſufftaining this ſacred 
character are appointed to be more extenſively 
uſeſul in their generation than others. How 
ſmall the gifts, and contrafted the ſphere of 
ſome! How numerous the abilities given to, 
and extenſive the ſcene of action alloted for 
others! All receive their talents according to 
their ſeveral abilities, that each may /erve his 
generation by the will of God. Highly honoured 
indeed are they who are ſeparated by the divine 
purpoſe, and called by the divine appointment, 
unto the laudable and high employ; ſuch ho- 
nour have not all the ſaints; and thoſe who 
haye, ſhould remember it proceeds intirely from 
GRACE, One who was counted worthy ſuch 
an important truſt, let us ſee the obligation he 
thought himſelf under for it, by acknowledging, 
auto me, who am leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints, 
is this grace given, that I ſhould preach among 
the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of 2 The 
croſles 
4 Eph. il. 8, 


T% 4 
croſſes and trials miniſters are exerciſed with, 
are ſrequently great and many, bearing ſome 
ſmall proportion to the honour conferred upon 


them, by the dignity of their office; but nei- 
ther are theſe without the will of God; and if 


- ſfandtified are, as the whetſtone to the edge- tool, 


preparing them the better to ſerve their GEN E- 
RATION. The way by which miniſters may 
be ſerviceable in their day is three-fold; firf}, 
by their prayers, —ſecondly, by their doctrine, 
—thirdly, by their life and converfation. A 
wicked and adulterous generation, little thinks 
what a mighty eflicacy there is in pray er; there- 
fore they do not ſeek after the benefit of it, 
neither are obſervant of the effetts of it, though 
it is often to them the reſtraint of ruin, and the 
procuring cauſe of all their mercies. The moſt 
eminent men recorded in {cripture have been 
remarkable for their uſe of prayer, —Two in- 
ſtances of its efficacy are given us in the hiſtory 
of Elias, whoſe prayers ſealed up and opened 
the bottles of heaven.—Danzet is called a man of 
deſires, from his being ſo greatly drawn out in 
the behalf of his nation; and at the utter re- 
jection of the Jews, the Lord prohibits the pro- 
phet Jeremiah ꝙ to pray for them, declaring 
that though Aſoſes and Samuel ſtood before him, 
yet his mind could not be towards that people, 
which plainly intimates to us, how eapneltly 
RET A B 3 they 
| James v. 17. Jer. xv. Is | 
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they interceeded themſelves with God in their 
behalf. 1 A ark 

Speaking after the manner of men, the Lord 
is biaſſed by prayer, it is the key that gains us 
admiſhon into the preſence of God; it openeth 
and none can ſhut ; let it come from-an upright 
heart and great is its prevalency to reſtrain judg- 
ments, and to procure mercies ; for the effettual 


feruent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 
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Of all men, miniſters ſhould be moſt expert at, 
and ready in this heavenly exerciſe; and ſor 


this purpoſe they ſhould be obſervers of the ſigns 


of the times. The flate of the nation, the ſitua- 


tion of families, and the variety of circumſtances 


peculiar to individuals, ſhould perpetually em- 
ploy them in prayer; and bleſſed be God, when 
they are cut off from all other opportunities ol 
uſeſulneſs, this will remain, and be the laſt that 
ſhall be taken away from them. It may not ap- 
pear to many, that prayer is of ſuch importance; 
few know the intereſt praying miniſters have in 
the court of heaven ; but their heavenly Father, 
to whom they now pray in ſecret, will not only 
anſwer their prayers upon others, but will alſo 
reward them for their labour of love openly. - 
Secondly, As by their prayers, ſo alſo by their 
doctrine, miniſters of the goſpel are ſerviceable in 
their day. Whatever efforts are uſed to deſtroy 


iniquity, ſo long as the root remiins, they are 


vain. The faithſul miniſter lays the ax at the 
root 


+ James v. 16. 
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root of ſin, and perſeveres in his endeavours to 

repreſent it in its proper colours; he does not 

think it enough to make a man moral, knowing 

that morality is but the ſurface of Chriſtianity, 

and without ſpirituality (reſpetting our eternal 

ſlate) is of itſelf nothing worth. On the other 

\ hand, ſpirituality includes and ſecures morality, 

and what all the moral ſwafion m the world hath 

failed in its attempts to accompliſh, the doctrines 

of the goſpel have happily brought to pals. 

Whenever they are preached with ſucceſs, they 
. transform the ſoul into the image of JesUs, and 
are productive of that holineſs, which at once 
makes it delight im the law of God, and conform 
to the law of man. The truth of this will beſt 
appear by conſulting the apoſtolic writings, 
which, in conjunction with the preceeding ſerip- 
tures, are the ſource from whence evangelical 

miniſters derive all they have to advance. 

| However, there are ſome unhappy inſtances of 
perſons holding the truth in unrighteouſneſs; 

theſe are no ſufficient objections to the doctrines | 

we preach, nor juſt arguments againſt them. The | 

inſtances on the other hand are much more nu- | 
merous and ſtriking, of a bleſſed change wrought 
upon individuals, the happy effetts accruing to 
families, and (fo far as the word has run) of na- 
tional impieties being reformed. Magiſtrates 
can do little good where the power of the goſpel 
is wanting. Though they may have authority to 
impriſon and inforce the penal laws, it appears 
from 
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from evident demonſtration they have little power 
to reſorm. Our priſons conſtantly crouded, our 
places of execution frequently uſed, and the 
abounding of iniquity in all its ſhapes, ſhew the 
expediency of the bleſſed goſpel; and the effefs 
it hath produced in ſome notable inſtances, ma- 
niſeſt how far miniſters by their dottrine may 
ſerve their generation. A goſpel miniſtry would 
by no means invalidate the civil magiſlracy, or 
leſſen their importance in the eſteem of their 
people, rather upon evangelical principles we en- 
join them to ſubnut themſelves unto them as unto 
governors ſent unto them by God, for the praiſe 
of them that do well; and it is not without ſome 
ſuſhcient reaſon we conclude, they who are moſt 
under goſpel influence are eaſieſt ſwayed by ci- 
vil authority. 

Thirdly, It will appear, that together with 
their prayers and dottrine, by their liſe and con- 
verlation, miniſters may render themſelves ſer- 
viceable to their generation.—Sound doctrine 
with a corrupt liſe, is like a body without the 
foul ; wherever it goes it rather leaves a ſtench 
than a ſweet ſavour, and though ſome men may 
take a ſentiment out of the mouths of ſuch un- 
happy perſons, in general they are to be counted 
| troublers of Iſrael, and rather a lumbling-block 
than a ſervice to their generation. In what the 
bleſſed JEsuUs did for the apoſtle Paul, he made 
him a pattern and an example to them that ſhould 

hereafler 
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hereafter believe, t not only a pattern of long- 
ſuffering and-an example of mercy, but alſo of 
good works, which God hath before ordained that 7 
his choſen /hou/d walk in them, And happy, in- 
finitely happy was it for the apoſtle, that in the 
ſeveral places where he preached the goſpel, he 
could call God and the people to witne/s how holy,” 
and juſlly; and unblameably \ he had behaved him- 
ſelf, that in /amplicity and godly. ſincerity, by the 
grace of God, he had las converſation in the world. 
— The young Biſhop of Crete is exhorted to 
ſhew himſelf a pattern of good works ;F+F recom- 
mending by his own example, the ſame ſubjett 
he was to inculcate jn his dottrine, that by each 
he might be emboldened to ſay, Be ye followers of 
me even alſo as | am of Ci. | 
In another view, to ſhew how uſeful miniſters 
ſhould be in their lives, and how diffuſive oftheir 
gifts, they are compared to the light; Ye (ſays 
dur Lord to his diſciples) are the light of the 
world, $ and the character of John the baptiſt 
was, that ke was a burning and a ſhining light. 
The reaſon' wherefore they are hereunto likened 
is plain: the light ſrom the firſt 1noment of its 
creation to the laſt of its exiſtence, ſubſerves the 
benevolent purpoſe. of its great author, it refuſes 
not its benign influence to any who have ſight 
to receive it; and even ſerves to others for a 
| conviction 
I Tim. i. 16. { Eph. ii. 10, 1 Theſ. ii. 10. 
a Cor. i. 2. 1 Tu. a. 7. f 1 Cor xi. 1. 
% Matt. v. 14 l Joba v. 33. 
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convittion of their blindneſs. Surely it behoves 
us in the purity of our lives, and the foundneſs 
of our dottrine to be lights here, who have the 
promiſe, that we ſhalt hereafter ine as the flars 
for ever and tver.+ Thus it hath been with 
many dear miniſſers departed, 7d O that it may 
be abundantly ſo with us that remain! We have 
the example of many of our fellow-labourers to 
animate us, who ſhine as hy its in the world, hold- 
ing forth the word of life; F and we have the ex- 
hontation of our blefled Lord to encourage us, 
Let your light ſo fhune befare men, that they may ſee 
your good works ,and glonſy your Father whichts in 
keaven.\ Though it is a night of ignorance, and 
the groſs darknels of many may be fo thick, that 
it cannot comprehend our light, yet we ſhall find 
ſome willing to enter the harbour of eternal reſt, 
and we may be the means of preventing them 
from making ſhipwreck of faith and of a good con- 
ference.|| So far as our endeavours will extend, 
let us uſe them for the benefit of our Generation, 
and having diſcharged our duty by the will of 
God, whether. we meet with little or no ſucceſs, 
we need not be diſcouraged, or whether our la- 
bours are moſt proſperous, we have no right to 
be elated ; but ſimply following the Lord, while 
employed in his work, we ſhall give him all the 
glory when our work is done. 
Mr. Wiuteficld, who in the morning of this day 
| three 
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three y ears ſell on ſleep, in the above-mentioned 
inſtances remarkably ſerved his generation by the 
will of God. It is not needſul that I ſhould 
ſay much concerning him, unleſs I could diltin- 
guiſh him by ſomething that bath not been ſaid 
by others before me. The obſervations that have 
been made in ſeveral Funeral Sermons, as well 
as What hath been drawn up at large in the volume 
containing the Memoirs of his Life, and what 
numbers of you alſo are living witneſſes of, amount 
to this, via. He was a:gaed man, and full of the 
Holy CHoſl and of fuith, and much people was 
added unto 'the Lord, F through his miniſtry. 
There was nothing in him praiſe-worthy, but 
what came from the Father of lights, and the 
mention of his name is not only out of reſpett to 
his valuable charatter, but principally to the 
praife of the glory of redeeming grace, by which 
be was enabled faithfully, ſucceſsfully, and diſin- 
tereſtly to ſerve his generation. His dottrine is 
upon record to ſupport uſelf, and needs no other 
recommendation. Therefore all I ſhall ſay (and 
' Which is undoubtedly much to the honour of a 
departed miniſter) is, that many of you are his 
epiſtle, known and read of all men. 9 

It only remains for us now to improve the 
ſubject. And 

Firſt, May we not admire the goodneſs of God, 
whole care the church is, that though he re- 
moves one inſtrument, he will raiſe up another? 
when Moſes was taken away, Joſhua was pro- 


vided 
Ad; l. 24s 4 2 Cor, li. a. 
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vided to ſucceed him. And David had no ſooner 
ended his ſervice and finiſhed his work upon 4 
earth, but Solomon was raiſed to the throne in 
his ſtead. But immediately to the preſent pur- 
poſe : miniſters are but men and muſt die, yet 
God will not leave himſelf without witneſs; if 
Paul is taken, Timothy ſhall be ſpared, and with 
2 new generation new paſtors ſhall ariſe, who 


ſhall feed the children of God with knowledge and 


underſlanding.F This ſhould comfort us under 
the loſs of our miniſters, and reconcile us to their 
parture ; the beſt of them are but earthen v 


els, and veſſels will wear out with long and fre- 


quent uſe. The Lord foreknows his people 
when they are at the greateſt diſtance from him, 
and has appointed the day of their viſitation, and 
when it approaches will raiſe up ſuitable inſtru- 
ments for the accompliſhment of his purpoſes of 
grace towards them. As the Lord of the harveſt 
he will procure labourers for the harveſt ſeaſon; 
his grain 1s too precious to be Joſt for want of 
means to gather it in. He injoins our prayers 
for them, to ſhew us it is his prerogative to ſend 
them Forth. Men may ftrive to procure them, 
but in vain without a divine miſſion. . 
Secondly, The removal of one and another out 
of the vineyard, ſhould have ſome influence upon 
miniſters and people. We who are miniſters do 
not know how ſoon we may be ſet aſide lhe a 
broken veſſel, wherein is no pleaſure.: While we 


have time, let us do good unto all men. Our 


. work 
+ Jer. iii, 15, 1 Plalm xxxi,.42, Hof. viii, 8, 
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work is of the greateſt importance, it is to win 
fouls to Jeſus; let us therefore be active in, and 
devoted to it, and take care that our miniſterial 
condutt be ſuch, that in the hour of death, we 
may rejoice, that we have not laboured in warn ; 
let us ſee to it, that we have not only ſalt in our- 
ſelves, but that we are ſavoury to others, mani- 
ſeſting the ſavour of the knowledge of Jeſus in 
every place; and that we go forth with a zeal 
and ſeriouſneſs becoming our character. Let us 
not be like a candle in an empty room, ſpending 
ourſelves without any profit to others; but to 
the people of the world, let us be like a light 
ſhining in a dark place, until the day dawn, and 
in hopes that the day- ſtar may ſoon ariſe in their 
hearts. To the children of God, let us be meſ- 


anto them, and endeayouring to keep the unity 


day in which many profeſſors have leſt contend- 
ing earneſtly for the faith, and turned aſide unto 
vain jangling, and have raiſed noſtrums of their 
own, to the intire ſubverſion of truth. Luke- 
warmnels hath taken the place of zeal, animo- 
ſities have dethroned love, and as though Chriſt 
was divided, and Paul was cruciſied for us, or we 


Corinthians, crying, 1 am of Paul, I of Apollos, 


not filence, but ſtrive to put an end to theſe un- 


roving the abettors of them, and praying for 
a 
C loſt 


ſengers of peace, bringing the peaceſul goſpel 


of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. We live in a. 


were baptized in the name f Paul, we are like the 
c. Ve that make mention of the Lord keep. 
happy differences, in meekneſs and faithfulneſs, . 


bleſſed time, when all contentions ſhall be 


watt 


1 26 3 


loſt in univerſal determination to know nothing 
ſave jeſus Chriſt. 
gdly, Thoſe. of you, my brethren, eſpecially 
who are the fruit of Mr. Whtefield's miniſtry, 
and the ſeals of his apoſileſhip in the Lord, ſhould 
remember his character with thankfulneſs. When 
you were running on in a mad career of fin, 
the Lord in love to your ſouls, ſent his ſervant 
aſter you, and by his miniſtry plucked you as a 
brand out of the fire: God never raiſes up an 
inſtrument, but he appoints him his work ; and 
therefore humanly ſpeaking, had a Whutefield 
been wanting, your poor fouls had been like 
your neighbours, alienated from the life of God, 
and preſuming upon his mercy, till, you had be- 
come monuments of his divine juſtice. Happy 
for you, that he lived in your day ; and that the 
almighty power which raiſed him up, through 
him, made you-partakers of the /prrit that gtveth 
life !|| O that he may live in you, as the diſpo- 
ſition and temper of the parent in the child, that 
(by your life and converſation} being dead he 
may yet ſpeak. 
athly, And by way of caution to profeſſors, 
Take heed how you hear,y and what uſe you make 
of your miniſters, © / they are only unto you, as 
4 very lovely ſong, of one that hath a pleaſant 
voice, and can play well on an inflirument,* or 
you can contract a natural eſteem for them, deſ- 
titute at the ſame time of any ſpiritual improve- 


ment from them, whatever general uſe they may 
be 


11 Cor, ix. 2. t Zech. iii. 2. || ® Cor. iii. 6, 
uke viii, 18. *.'Ezeks xxx1ii. 32, 
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| be of in their generation, it is evident they are 


of none to you in particular. In the great day, 
God will deal with you as with a converted, or 
an unconverted ſoul; and if you are not their 
joy and crown of rejoicing, it will do you little 
good to reflect upon the cadence of their voice, 
or any other acceptable talent providence may 
have furniſhed them. with, for the ready diſ- 
charge of their work. Have we not great rea- 
ſon to ſear, that the motive with many, for mak- 
ing an acquaintance with miniſters, and becom- 


ing a. part of a crouded congregation, is becauſe 
they are men of popularity and ingenuity ? The 


ground of this. ſuſpicion, is the unholineſs of 
their lives, the worldlineſs of their hearts, and 
the levity of their converſation ; which amidſt 
the moſt ſplendid profeſſion, ſubjetts them to 
that reproachſul queſtion with all their pretences, 
what do you more than others ff Let ſuch think 

bow awful it will be to be ſeparated from thoſe 
in ETERNITY, with whom they have maiutain- 
ed the cloſeſt connection in TIME; it is not a 
love for their perſons, nor an eſteem for their 
ſentiments, that will ſecure the continuance 
of their intimacy ; no, nothing ſhort of an heart- 
felt experimental. knowledge of the truth as it ig 
in Jeſus, can encourage miniſters and people, to 
hope they | ſhall be together with the Lord. 

Therefore do not blind their eyes with a, gift, 
and think to put a deception upon their judg- 
ment by a form of godlineſs ; but, as you would 
bring every doctrine to the teſt of God's wo, 


+ Mat. V. 47«. 
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| ee that you bring your liſe to the teſt of that 
doctrine, which teaches you to n 
der of conver ſation and godlineſs; © 
Sthly and faſtly, I cannot cloſe this diſcourſe 
without directing a word to you, who defpiſed 
this Tathful miniſter of Jeſus, becauſe he op- 
poſed your fins. It may be, the faithful monitor 
bas made your heart ach; and under ſome oeca- 
ſional opportunities you could not withſtand the 
words with which he ſpake; that he might be a 
means of mercy to your” fouls, he laid on un- 
mercifully upon your luſts; hie would not pro- 
pheſy ſmooth things, becauſe he knew you re- 
 -quired plain dealing. You would not fall out 
with yourſelves, and therefore you have been 
| = offended with the miniſter. He now perhaps 
1 ſtands a very exceptionable character in your judg- 
| ment, becauſe he was an honeſt Micaiak to you. 
Very well, remember you ſtand a charaRter equal- 
. y exceptionable i m the dooms-day book of God, 
- and the conſequence is, you ſhall not ſtand in the 
= | judgment ifyou die as you live. Should yon be a 
curious hearer, you have a warning equally ſin- 
cere, as that the goſpel champion would give you, 
if be was in my ſtead, though not attended with 
ſuch heavenly eloquence. Inliſted into the ſame 
| Tervice, by the will of God, T would fain be ſer· 
viceable to my generation in the ſame way; and 
this I can. only be, by ſhewing you the exceed- 
ing ſinfulneſs of fin, and. the preciouſneſs of Je- 
us. O that by believipg y q 28 17 life 
through his name xk „ 


9 i? 


* 


